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1 . Applicant's election with traverse of GROUP I, claims 14-24 in the reply filed on 
March 5, 2008 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the inventions 
are so linked as to form a single inventive concept. This is not found persuasive 
because the rolling up station and speed controller are not required for patentability with 
respect to the claims of GROUP I. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 15, 16, 18 and 20-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Anderson et al. (U. S. Pat. 3,055,645). 

Re claims 15, and 24, Anderson is cited disclosing a method for treating a fabric, 
including 

de-sized fabrics and previously bleached hydrophilic fabrics, wherein the fabric includes 
threads oriented in a selected machine direction (col. 1, lines 10-11), wherein the 
threads oriented in the selected machine direction are made of natural or artificial 
cellulose fibers, and wherein the method comprises the steps of: 

applying a metal peroxide (col. 7, line 72 thru col. 8, line 2) to the fabric so that 
the fabric is impregnated with the metal peroxide, while leaving the fabric free and 
without tension in the selected machine direction, for a period of time necessary for 
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swelling (col. 2, lines 7-1 1) of the fibers oriented in the selected machine direction and 
for modification of the fibers; 

passing the impregnated fabric in air (see fig. 1) , while leaving the fabric 
relaxed and without tension in the selected machine direction, swelling the threads 
oriented in the selected machine direction, 

at least one rinsing of the fabric (col. 7, Iine21) 

at least one washing of the fabric (as at 4); and 

at least one squeezing of the fabric (as at 1 3, 1 4; 41 , 42; 28, 29) that differs 
from the claim only in the recitation of causing the threads to assume a spring shape, 
after shrinkage. Nonetheless, given that the same features are provided as instantly 
claimed, the shrinkage is deemed to be inherent. Re claims 16 and 22, Anderson 
discloses the fabric as woven. Re claims 20, Anderson discloses the artificial fiber 
(nylon, col. 1 , lines 35-36). Re claims 21 and 23, note that Anderson recognizes "other 
fibers" and "other synthetic material" (col. 1 , line 35). 

4. Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Anderson et al. in view of Germany'724 (Germany 2 300 724). 

Claim 17 defines over the Anderson only in the recitation of the 14-25° Baume'. 
Germamny'724 disclose the Baumes as claimed, it therefore would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the arrangement of Anderson, to employ 
the Baume' as taught by Germany724, for the purpose of enhancing the treatment 
process. 
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6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. In Abel, note the treatment process.. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FRANKIE L. STINSON whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-1308. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 5:30 am to 2:00 
pm and some Saturdays from approximately 5:30 am to 1 1 :30 am. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr, can be reached on (571) 272-1700. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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/FRANKIE L. STINSON/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1792 



